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Community Policing Program in Reducing Crimes in Communities
Crimes refer to all activities which are against the law. It is keynoting that there are different forms of crimes that may be experienced in a community; these crimes comprise of the activities such as murder, rape, and aggravated assault, among others. Crimes against property cover activities such as arson, burglary, while hate crimes may involve issues related to discrimination based on one’s race, sexual orientation, and religion. In the United States, people believe that the rates of crimes are extremely high even when the data available suggests otherwise. In order to deal with crimes in America, it is fundamentally essential to develop and implement programs that are designed to capacitate community members to minimize crimes in their neighborhoods. To examine the different strategies that may be used in reducing crimes, the literature will analyze articles to examine the use of community policing program in reducing crimes, evaluate the history of the program and the policies governing it and also describe how the program may be promoted to enhance its success.
Ensuring that all Americans are safe from the different types of crimes is a top priority for policymakers and the law enforcers in the United States (Mandell & Schram, 2011). At all levels of government; federal, state, and local, government agencies are often developing approaches that are aimed at accomplishing this goal. Although the rates of crimes are still high in the United States, studies indicate that crimes have relatively reduced. For example, it is estimated that from 1993 to 2017, violent crimes had reduced by 49 percent (Gramlich, 2019). Additionally, within the same period, property crimes had also decreased by about 50 percent. Although these trends indicate a society with few cases of crimes, it is necessary to implement community policing strategies that may assist in minimizing and preventing crimes in different communities throughout the United States.
Implementation of community policing programs is a sure way of preventing crimes and will help in effectively managing unlawfulness in America. This program allows the citizens to have initiatives in addressing crime issues that affect them. There are different factors that promote crimes in the United States. First, the negative social environment has significantly influenced many people to engage in activities that are against the law. Being in a community where one is surrounded by criminals, and then one’s behaviors are likely to be influenced significantly (Mandell & Schram, 2012). Additionally, other economic factors such as poverty have also played a major role in increasing poverty as people are likely to involve themselves in practices that are prohibited by law such as stealing so that they can provide for their facilities. Most importantly, substance abuse also has a connection with the high crime rates in America; it is estimated that about 80 percent of those in correctional facilities have abused drugs or taken alcohol (Walden University, 2019). Some are even addicted to these substances. To managed and control crimes in the United States, law enforcers have employed strategies that have assisted them in successfully carrying their roles. These include hot-spotting; this is a crime prevention style where officers are stationed in areas that have recorded high levels of crimes. This method has helped in displacing gangs and criminals who would have otherwise practiced in activities that are likely to undermine the security of other people.
Article Analysis
Yemisi Lydia Olaleye, in her article “Youth Empowerment as a Strategy for Reducing Crime in the Society,” she has effectively examined and explained how youth who are essential stakeholders in the community be involved in policing. Empowering youth might help in reducing crimes in the community. She explains that young people make a huge population of every country, yet they face numerous changes in society. The author stipulates that issues such as poverty, lack of access to information as well as unemployment may reduce the hopes of the youth and they can, therefore, take part in criminal activities (Olaleye, 2010). The Olaleye maintains that governments across the world, including those from advanced countries, the United States included, have established measures that may help in addressing the issues affecting the young people and also harness their potential. There is a need for different stakeholders such as governments, parents, non-governmental organizations and community member to promote youth employments since not only is it good for the community and national development but also critical for childhood to adulthood which is a challenge for many young people.
According to Olaleye, there are numerous issues that should be addressed to ensure that young people are capacitated to become responsible and productive individuals. There is a need for examining socio-economic factors such as taxation systems and working capital that are likely to hinder young people from starting businesses (Olaleye, 2010). Additionally, involving the young people in planning intervention programs at the community levels may help in understanding the issues that are affecting them. Since the youth is likely to engage in criminal activities because of issues such as lack of employment and other necessities, policymakers and government agencies need to develop measures that may help in minimizing the rates juvenile delinquency (Olaleye, 2010). Besides, creating awareness about the available employment programs offered by the government may enable youths to comprehend what programs are available to promote their welfare. For this article, it is clear that youth are critical members of the community, and when addressing crimes, it is necessary to address the issues that facilitate them to get involved in crimes.
Jannetta & Lachman, in the article “How Coordination Can Reduce Crime and Improve Public Safety,” they have examined the changes that have been witnessed in law enforcement. The authors maintain that new and effective paradigms of policing that are mainly data-driven have been developed. Most importantly, the new programs are also focused on promoting community partnerships, a strategy that is aimed at making communities safer (Jannetta & Lachman, 2011). The authors emphasize that even though incarceration is an option that may be considered for lawbreakers, the prisons have limited beds and it is, therefore, necessary to promote partnerships with different stakeholders in the criminal justice system such as the law enforcer, probation officers, and community members to minimize cases of offenses.
Programs that are aimed at promoting community partnerships help law enforcers and other agencies to intervene to cares of criminal behaviors that may be observed in the community. In order to develop proper and useful alliances, it is essential to draw the responsibilities of all the players. For example, the role of police officers is to address crimes and other issues that are related to disorder in the community. Probation officers have the responsibilities of supervising individuals under probation to ensure that they do not go back into their unlawful activities. Community members have the role of offering officers and other agencies with reliable information. According to Jannetta & Lachman (2011), sharing intelligence and information with relevant authorities is a better way of ensuring that crimes are dealt with early before escalating. This indicates that community members are critical in addressing crimes in the community.
Kenny & Wurtele, in their article “Preventing Childhood Sexual Abuse: An Ecological Approach,” they have examined how community members may be involved in addressing human crimes such as childhood sexual abuse. The authors maintain that child sexual abuse is a serious issue that requires an ecological approach to address and prevent it. According to Kenny & Wurtele (2012), there are several measures that may be implemented to deal with this issue. These include changing microsystem features such as the policies, laws as well as social norms. Additionally, individual interventions such as educating the children, parents, and members of the community about child sexual abuse and implementing zero-tolerance attitude towards this issue may help in reducing and preventing offenses that are related with sexual abuse against the minors.
The authors maintain that sexual assault is a major form of victimization among the young boys and girls regardless of their social status and age. Additionally, this crime is experienced by both males and females. It is also critical to understand that sexual assault during childhood is likely to promote medical, sexual, and psychological disorders that may last for a lifetime (Mandell & Schram, 2012). The authors maintain that programs aimed at addressing sexual abuse against the children should be based on the needed of the intended populations. The authors also explain altering how news about child sexual abuse are reported may also have a huge impact on how the issue is perceived by members of the community. This resource significantly shows hoe community members have been involved in addressing child sexual abuse.
History, Policies, and Future of the Program
The elements of community policies are estimated to have started in after the political and social disruptions that were observed in the 1960s during the civil rights (Mandell & Schram, 2012). The protests against the injustices that were witnessed brought awareness about racial discriminations. During this time, the law enforcers were seen as a sign of political authority, and they, therefore, faced great public criticism. Reports indicated the minority groups were treated harshly by police officers. By 1970s, the government, funded research studies to evaluate police effectiveness (Jrank, 2019). It was discovered that routine patrols and ineffective response time created fears of crimes, and community members were not satisfied with the services provided by police officers. A proposal that partnership between the law enforcers and the locals would help in reducing crimes emerged in the 1970s. However, coherent community policing strategies were developed in the 1980s. Local community controls created elements of brotherhood and association between the police officers and communities helped in overcoming numerous problems. Since the 1990s, community policing has turned out to be a huge national movement that is highly encouraged in America (Jrank, 2019). Police departments have been focused on how they can implement policing reforms to promote community policing.
Usually, community policing affects department policies and procedure as it aims at ensuring that principles of policing are effectively implemented and that they provide the desired outcomes. The policies implemented helps in promoting the interaction and association between the law enforcers and members of the community. Some of the policies implemented by police departments aim at allowing the citizens to participate fully in an issue affecting them, and they also help in promoting neutrality and fairness from police officers.
Promoting the development of community policing is critical, ensuring that crimes happening in the United States are effectively handled. Ideally, involving community members in solving the issues affecting them is essential because they will also provide suggestions on what they feel is right for their community (Mandell & Schram, 2012). Additionally, to ensure the success of involving members of the community in addressing the issues concerning them, government and other agencies should help in funding this program to assist in promoting a successful partnership between the law enforcers and the communities. It is critical to ensure that specific groups of individuals from the community are also involved in policing; for example, children youth and young adults should be allowed to express their issues besides those affecting the whole community. If successfully supported, community policies may be beneficial to individuals, the community as well as the entire country.
In summation, having analyzed articles to find a suitable program for reducing crimes, evaluated the history of the program and the policies governing it and also described how the program might be promoted to enhance its success, it is clear that community policing has helped in reducing crimes in America. Community policies have been implemented in different perspectives; first, involving and evaluating the issues affecting the youth, promoting partnerships between police and community members and through involving communities in addressing crimes against humans such as sexual abuse. The program of community policing kicked off in the 1960s, and it has become accepted in almost all departments. Promoting community policing is a good way of reducing crimes in the United States.  
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